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Excerpt: . . . Hydrologic balance is closely related to public health
and safety especially in regard to potable water supplies,
irrigation and stock feeding, and recreational facilities. This
guideline provides guidance on how to restore the hydrologic
balance through various reclamation activities. Beneficial
impacts to public health and safety that will result by restoring
hydrologic balances are numerous and may include
enhancement of water quality and quantity, decreased erosion
and downstream sedimentation, decrease in flood potentials,
increased watershed storage capacity, and improvement in
groundwater supply and quality. Indirect short-term adverse
impacts which could result from reclamation activities are
fugitive dust problems, water channelization and impoundment,
and water quality degradations. (n) Public health and safety This
guideline generally covers the spectrum of public health and
safety problems caused by abandoned mine lands. Mitigation of
public health and safety hazards is for the most part, an
emergency and first priority project. Examples of public health
and...
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