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Another man, although infinitely different from Behrisch in
every respect, might yet be compared with him in a certain
sense ; I mean Oeser, who was also one of those men who dream
away their lives in a comfortable and indolent activity. His
friends themselves secretly acknowledged that, with very fine
natural powers, his younger years had not been spent in
sufficiently active life ; for which reason, he never perfectly
attained the technics of his art. Yet a certain diligence appeared
to be reserved for his more advanced age, and, during the many
years that I knew him, he never lacked invention nor
laboriousness. From the first moment, he had attracted me
strongly ; even his residence, singularly quaint and suggestive of
solemn thoughts, was highly charming to me. In the old castle of
Pleissenburg, at the right-hand corner, we ascended...
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