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IPOC di Pietro Condemi. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Paperback. 144 pages. Dimensions: 8.9in. x 5.9in. x
0.5in.Using the analytical tools of cultural anthropology, Ida Magli delves into the familiar material of the New
Testament the same way as she would any other historical text, and carefully separates the myth and
mysticism from the narrative accounts, to discern what is most likely to be historical fact, and what may
instead have been adjusted so as no to clash with the customs and worldview of the authors of the Gospels.
What emerges is a new understanding of just how far and drastically Jesus of Nazareth challenged the religious
views of his time, defying traditions and repeatedly risking his ministry by breaking some of the most severe
taboos. Among the many transgressions that are made clear in Ida Maglis analysis is Jesus denial of the
preeminence of blood-ties and family as the reason and foundation of love, when at the house of Lazarus he
elects those sitting around him as his true family (Matthew: 12: 46); and again when he invites a young man to
defy the ancient Jewish observance of mourning his dead father, and follow him instead (Matthew 8: 22). As the
author reveals, the very principles of Jesus teachings advocate a universal, indiscriminate love of ones fellow
man, and not merely love and respect for kith and kin. By this standard, all people are equal to each other in
the eyes of God. Each person is a vessel for communicating directly with God, and there is no further need for
priestly hierarchies, go-betweens, or mediation in the methee equation with God himself. This tidal shift in
perspective automatically entailed the empowerment of women and their emancipation from their subservient
role in society, kindling their self-awareness and comprehension of their equal...
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