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indexed. Not illustrated. 1902 Excerpt: .residing on their lands or middle paying them rent, in money or labour--
Lewis had its share of them; but we do not hear men- such serious complaints made against them as against
those in the neighbouring islands. The tacksmen of former days were of two classes. Those who came first in
date were the friends of the Chief, and deemed it a duty to have a large number of subtenants with whom they
dealt kindly. James Macdonald, in his General new of the Agriculture of tfa Hebrides (1811), refers to the old
order of tacksmen as follows: -- Various causes, which are suGiciently obvious, combined to throw the greater
part of the Hebrides into the hands of this description of men. They were friends or relatives of the proprietors,
who had no other means of providing for their connections than by giving them portions of their lands. Nor,
indeed, must we confound the class of men under review, with the common run of lowland or of English
farmers. They were, and in many parts still continue to be to this day, men of elegant manners, good
education, and capable of acquitting themselves in every relation of life, and in every part of the world, as
finished gentlemen. The ridicule, therefore, which ignorance oHen attempted to fix upon them for the smallness
of their incomes, and the circumstance of their tenures of lands being incompatible with the personal
consideration and respect which they claimed, was ill-placed and...
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